Colonoscopy

The Most Effective Colorectal Cancer Screening
About colorectal cancer
Over

100,000

new cases of colon cancer are
diagnosed in the U.S. each year.
Over

2

nd

leading cause of
cancer deaths
in the U.S.

50,000
colon cancer deaths in the
U.S. annually

The survival rate is very high
when cancer is found and treated early.

Cancer screening:
Finding and fighting cancer before it starts

Colonoscopy

A precise test that uses a flexible, lighted scope to view the
entire colon and remove cancerous and pre-cancerous
growths called polyps. The entire procedure is painless and
lasts about 30 minutes.

Cologuard®

A convenient, do-it-yourself, mail-in test of stool
sample for blood and abnormal DNA in cell tissue.

If a Cologuard test shows an abnormal result,
a colonoscopy is almost certainly the next step.

SOURCES:
https://www.healio.com/gastroenterology/oncology/news/online/%7B04a761b1-5c57-4532-bfe1-bae828490
54f%7D/commentary-colonoscopy-vs-cologuard--gold-standard-still-shines
https://tddctx.com/is-cologuard-right-for-me-use-this-handy-infographic-to-help-you-decide/
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/colon-rectal-cancer.html

Cologuard concerns
Convenience should not outweigh effectiveness and
accuracy. Up to 45% of Cologuard screenings are
False Positive and may require a more precise
Colonoscopy. A positive or false positive Cologuard
screening can result in an additional Colonoscopy
screening to determine if there are cancerous polyps.

$$$

Up to

45%

of Cologuard screenings are
false positives and may require
a more precise Colonoscopy.

Many Insurance benefit plans only fully cover one colorectal cancer
screening. Patients can be hit with a high “out of pocket” cost if a second,
follow-up test is required.

1 in 13
Roughly

!

Cologuard screenings
failed to detect
colorectal cancer.

A Colonoscopy Screening is the only test has the ability
to remove and test polyps to determine if they are cancerous.

When to start screening

AGE

45

New guidelines recommend that most patients get their initial
screening at age 45. African Americans and people with a
family history of cancer should get an earlier screening. Talk
to your doctor about the best screening schedule for you.

The bottom line: Colonoscopy is the most effective test for colorectal cancer.
Any colorectal cancer screening is better than none at all, but a Colonoscopy is the most
accurate and effective test for detecting and preventing colorectal cancer.
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